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: Special to Toe New York Times ets 
WASHINGTON, Marva 14-—The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, over the objec-| its criminal files as well. 
tions of some of its agents but with the| “Five yesrs from aow, we'll have to} 
consent of the National Archives, has|start all over again,” he predicted. “tt 
hagin to destroy the inactive erlminal!will be like 1957. There’ be another 
files in its field offices of cases that have|Apalachin and nobody wifi know who! 
been cioged for five years. [ee are.” His reference was to a meeting a AE: ce RRR MRA ee wn 
The policy, which was approved by the !of siteged organized crime figures at a aa i, ee ae ; 
bureac's executive conference about fouriprivate residence in upstate Apalachin, |i... 072.5 C8 as 
raonths ago, calla fer the destruction ci; N.¥., in 1957. i 
al! celminal files in the 39 fleld officers.) Others In the bureeu disagree and one | 
providing that *5e case has been cloged senior official suggested privately that | 
for five years, the subject of the Hle isithe bureau mighs: bs betier off if many | 
not considered « threat to “national se-|of its files were “curned before they're 


H 
i 
By ANTHONY MARKO E . 
of the bureau, and had decided to purze (" 
| 


‘ 


curity” and the subject does not have |read,” rather than walting five years. | 
any civil litigation pending against the; Mr. Awe said that because only the] 


Ifeld office files coatld be destroyed there 
ee the FBI iia would stil $o records at headquarters! 
dAMes Awe, “Bt, agen WHO SUPET thar would contale suramaries of Sy | Rae neo eRe os RRR PRIOR YR oa rea ae 
visea the management of its 7.000 file! “cubstantive’ inforsiation thet was in’). ip: « svete teat aelt 
cabinets of records, said today thet mate-| ther |: sees 
rial of gubstance would stil] be on file | Sevaral bureau sources said chat a rea- fea eae as 

at bureau headquarters here in Wayhing- (107 for -he decision was that a number 2, 

ton. and that most of ihe material to be |G! Pesseus lsd Degua civi. suits against r 
tee “ He ‘the Goverpment after using requests | 
destroyed would be “unfounded ailega- . edom wit 
tiong that never resulted in Federal yiola- under the ‘reedem of information eal 
hens” that were proved : = 180 obtain information that the bureau hed i 
‘ : on Theon the, ~ ao = i 
Overreaction is Seon Mr. Awe, however, said that it was| | 

ime 6 routine management: decision. 

A number of agents said privately,i We're trying wo-manage cheese files, and i 
however, that agents working on ergan- {it becomes qimetter of coat: 2ffective- | Mateus 
ivr Crime Cases were concerned thet ie. neds,” he sak ot becomes @ matter of iawaig: 
forniation they considered important, te!using resources ‘to raaintain fies, “when | 
the bureau’s monitoring of criminal or-|you don’t need access to them anymore.” | cree 
ganizations could be lost. iz could not be learned immediately) #99 | fai MSE, eNoaa te: Ae rerens af 

“We're retreating {ull blast,” said one,|now many files are scheduled to be de-|* ap as 
who d'd not want to be quoted by name. istroyed under the new policy, which bu- | 
He suggested that the bureon had acted |reai officials said was not challenged Py | 
properly in deciding to limit its so-called | the Department of Justice. A bureau offi- 
“interna} security” investigations, which Kcial said the usual methed for destruction 
oftea focused on fringe political groups,,was shrecder, incinerator or chemical | 
but then had “overreacted” to criticism! agent. 
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